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Context

è Loss to UK Plc – estimated £1bn per year

è Community & business development impact  

è D&C is largest geographic force in Englandè D&C is largest geographic force in England

è Majority of force boundary is coastal

è Only 3 strategic routes – M5, A38, A30

è Infrastructure & geographic limitations





Investigation of Road Deaths

u Investigating a death is core police work

u 1,754 UK road deaths in 2012 (8% down)

u Devon & Cornwall:u Devon & Cornwall:
YEAR KILLED KILLED + SERIOUS INJURY
2008 81 575
2009 66 454
2010 57 582
2011 43 561
2012 69 554



Diligence
u Death investigated on behalf of the Coroner

u Inquest and/or criminal prosecution 

u Deliver answers for the victims or bereaved

u FLO’s provide support and contact for family

u Balancing competing demands:
u Complete the investigation to RDIM standards

u Gather all the available evidence required by HR Act

u Ensure roads are closed for as little time as possible

u Keep the family, victims and public informed



Road Closures (RTC)
u Roads often blocked not ‘closed’ by police

u Average times following a collision:

u Serious – 1 to 3hrs (often just physically blocked)

u Fatal – 5 to 7hrs (often a police closure)

u Times from incident to prosecution

u Serious – 3 to 6 months (to file submission)
u Fatal – 6 to 18 months (to Crown Court/Inquest)





Human Rights Act

u “Investigation should be independent and 
accessible to the victims family… carried out 
with reasonable promptness … be effective… 
lead to a determination… afford a sufficient lead to a determination… afford a sufficient 
element of public scrutiny of the investigation or 
its results.” 



Human Rights Act

u “The authorities must have taken reasonable 
steps... to secure the evidence concerning the 
incident, including … eyewitness testimony, 
forensic evidence and… autopsy.  Any forensic evidence and… autopsy.  Any 
deficiency in the investigation which undermines 
its ability to establish the cause of death, or the 
person(s) responsible, will risk falling foul of this 
standard.” 



Consequences & Benefits
u Judicial review of a prosecution/inquest

u Defective inquest process
u Unsafe prosecution
u Damages claims
u Disciplinary action

u Adheres to national investigative standards
u Improves public confidence
u Delivers justice to the victim and bereaved
u Maintain investigative integrity on road deaths  















Moving Forward
u Investigating road death is a core police task

u Safer Roads Support Unit in D&C

u Innovations in technology
u Highways Agency CLEAR initiative
u 16 Oct 13 Ministerial Conference on road closuresu 16 Oct 13 Ministerial Conference on road closures

u Funding is critical to the business
u Increased staff/assets can reduce investigation times 

u Recognise some unique issues to D&C
u Geography & road infrastructure
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